


KoKou is separated from Yemi,

all the village people take care of
him. They feed him, entertain him,
give him water and a bath, and let
him take a nap. When Yemi finally
finds him, she realizes that she and

Theater Production
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the daughter (Yemi), and the son
(KoKou) go to the market to sell
mangos. Yemi thinks she will take
care of KoKou all by herself. The
people of the village laugh. When

What Is the Alma Project?

The Alma Project provides teachers in Denver Public Schools with
multicultural curriculum that includes well-developed, standards- and
literacy-based lessons for ECE through 12th grade. The curriculum covers
a wide variety of topics that reflect the various ethnicities represented in
DPS. Teachers and staff can check out these units of study with their
corresponding resources from the Alma Project multicultural library
absolutely free of charge.

A catalog of the titles can be viewed on the Alma Project Web site

at http://almaproject.dpsk12.org. The unit/teacher’s guides can

be downloaded and printed from the Web site at no charge. This
multicultural curriculum has been used by teachers throughout the United
States.
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Alma Units Include...

When teachers check out Alma curriculum units, they receive a teacher’s
guide, sets of books for each student as appropriate; support books and
materials for the teacher; and other resources such as videos, cassettes,
CDs, posters, maps, and musical instruments.
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KoKou were never alone. When they
return back to the mother, Asantewaa,

she tells them—as her mother told
her—, “We do not raise our children
alone. It takes a village to raise a
child.”

During her travels in Africa—
beginning with a visit to Sierra
Leone as a Fulbright Scholar--,
Alston purchased the clothing in
Ghana, Kenya, and other parts of
the continent. A 1998 grant from
Teaching Tolerance, a branch of the
Southern Poverty Law Center, paid
for some of the clothes.

Alston’s goal of fostering an
understanding of cultural differences
in clothing, occupations, roles in the
family, and personal responsibility
is apparent in the play’s themes.
Solid academic content and social
interaction skills played an equally
important role in the theater
experience, however. The play fit
well into the class’s literacy block,
including read-alouds and guided
reading. The students’ vocabulary
now includes theater jargon such

as blocking, projecting, audience,
props, scenery, and backdrop. They
explored the literary elements of
character, conflict, and resolution
of a conflict in the contexts of both
reading and performing. A geography
connection is made as they locate
Sierra Leone, Ghana, and Kenya

on a globe. In order to successfully
pull off the production logistically,
students had to focus, concentrate,
sequence, and cooperate as a team.

Themes of love and respect in /¢
Takes a Village echo day-to-day

life in Alston’s class. She greets
each student with a smile and a
handshake every morning, and the
children greet one another that way
as well. Alston’s high academic
standards taught in a safe, respectful
atmosphere recently moved
Southwest Quadrant Assessment
Leader Mary Ann Bash to nominate
her for a Kinder Excellence in
Teaching award. Alston is one of ten
finalists for the national honor.






