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What Is the Alma Project?
The Alma Project provides teachers in Denver Public Schools with 
multicultural curriculum that includes well-developed, standards- and 
literacy-based lessons for ECE through 12th grade. The curriculum covers 
a wide variety of topics that refl ect the various ethnicities represented in 
DPS.  Teachers and staff can check out these units of study with their 
corresponding resources from the Alma Project multicultural library 
absolutely free of charge. 

A catalog of the titles can be viewed on the Alma Project Web site 
at http://almaproject.dpsk12.org. The unit/teacher’s guides can be 
downloaded and printed from the Web site at no charge. This multicultural 
curriculum has been used by teachers throughout the United States.
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Alma Units Include...
When teachers check out Alma curriculum units, they receive a teacher’s 
guide, sets of books for each student as appropriate; support books and 
materials for the teacher; and other resources such as videos, cassettes, 
CDs, posters, maps, and musical instruments.

Faith RinggoldMusic of the Andean Antiplano

Students Explore Cultures through Artistic 
Expression
Dance, visual arts, story-telling,  

music, and theater have recently 

helped students to learn about other 

cultures and to join in a multicultural 

artistic expression experience.  Art 

standards were addressed, and students’ 

and school community’s awareness of 

different cultures was broadened.

Denver Artist Tony Ortega Brings 

Cultural Perspective to Mural 

at Greenlee Elementary

Tony Ortega, a graduate of Denver’s East High 

School and a successful artist, frequently shares 

with students his passion for his art and his 

culture.  Working with Debbie Viders’s budding 

artists at Greenlee Elementary is his latest venture 

into the schools.  The fi nished mural will be 

installed in the new La Mariposa Family Health 

Center on the Denver Health campus.

Three Piggy Opera Premieres at Bryant-

Webster Dual Language School

Sixth-grade students at Bryant-Webster recently 

performed the dual-language Three Piggy Opera, a 

production that brought together music, theater, and 

dance—in both English and Spanish with a multicultural 

twist.  The variation of the Three Little Pigs story 

presented the familiar story in a cultural setting that refl ects 

the mostly Hispanic student population at the school.  
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The light opera was directed by music teacher Jackie Liñan and drama teacher Pattie Kettle, with help from Anne Penner of the Denver Center for the 

Performing Arts.  The show was written by educators Sandi Becker and Carol Kaplan, and students wrote additional dialogue as rehearsals progressed.

In addition to the performing arts experience, students used reading and writing skills in memorizing and adding to the script, as well as math and science 

skills in designing and building sets and props.

Remington Art Students Make Text-to-Self-to-Art Connections with Faith Ringgold Book

Kristen Heeres’s third-grade art students move from words in an illustrated book to personal connections with the text to creating 

their own artwork in their study of Tar Beach, part of the Faith Ringgold Alma unit.  Just as Cassie Louise Lightfoot in the 

book, students imagined fl ying over a city and “owning” favorite buildings and bridges.  The resulting artwork was much 

like Faith Ringgold’s illustrations for the book: brightly colored illustrations bordered by quilt pieces.

Heeres, an art teacher, emphasizes the reading/art connection in many of her activities.  In the process, reading 

standards are addressed and the books provide a springboard to artistic expression.

Storytelling, Martial Arts, and Dance Highlight University Park’s Multicultural Celebration 

How does diversity in the Denver Public Schools get honored, and how does the cohesiveness of 

a community demonstrate respect for the cultural mix that makes University Park 

Elementary one of the most culturally integrated schools in DPS?  Simple 
Answer:  Host a Multi-Cultural night and invite everyone to experience 

the richness of the various cultures that comprise the student and 

parent population at University Park Elementary.

On November 10, an international feast and activities brought  

parents, friends, students and guests together in a rich example 

of school administrators and teachers embracing their diverse 

population where everyone’s cultural heritage is highly valued.   

“It was one of the most enjoyable evenings I have spent at a 

community event,” said Alma Director Loyola A. Martinez.  “The 

entertainment was cast in a manner that left everyone with a deeper 

understanding of culturals of many different countries.  It is evident 

that there is a common denominator that makes University Park a great 

school, and that is that learning about other cultures is a high priority—

right alongside the academics.”

 

Artistic Expression (continued from page 1)

Photos on pallette, clockwise from bottom left:  A mar-
tial arts demonstration takes place at University Park.  A 
young actor at Bryant-Webster narrates The Three-Pig-
gy Opera.  Guadalupe Castro, Remington Elementary, 
draws the city skyline for his Tar Beach project.  Ricky 
Vigil, Tasina Longwolf, and Bryan Moseley paint the 
background sky for their Tar Beach artwork.  A fi nal Tar 
Beach work of art.  Half of the mural created by Tony 
Ortega and Greenlee Elementary Students.

What Teachers Say 
about the Alma Project...
“Our DPS-approved text book 
(American History) gives little 
attention of lifestyles, religion, 
culture, or community of Na-
tive Americans.  I believe the 
Alma curriculum addressed 
those issues very well.”

 – Craig Thompson, Com-
munity Challenge, on 
the Alma unit Clash of 
Cultures

——————————————
Below:  Art projects on the 
Alma unit Dia de los Muertos 
done by Remington Elementary 
second-graders.


